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Upcoming
Events

St Thomas Curling Club News

Open House

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Oct 1,2,3
7:00-9:00 pm
Ladies Coffee Break
Oct 1
10-12 am
Sr. Men’s Registration and Lunch

September 2019

Welcome to the 2019/2020 curling season.

I have been pleased to sit on the board this
year and help them along with not only the
planning for the coming season, but also help
with the restructuring of the board duties and
bylaws as many new rules and regulations
come into effect from the Ontario government. We have moved ahead with a new web
server and an updated website. Our new website offers us so many
more features and is for the most part easier to navigate.

Oct. 3 10:30 am
Semi Annual
General Mtg
Oct. 2 7:30
Swing and Sweep
Oct 5
Ladies Opening

The board has been working with CurlOn and will be hosting a new
“Club Championship Qualifier” in October and the “Senior Men’s
and Women’s Provincial Championships” in February. These two
major functions have caused us to adjust the schedule a bit forward.
By doing this we will be ending the season at the same time as in
previous years but starting a week earlier. One positive feature is
that it will allow you to get that golf game and curling game in on
the same day. We are also in discussions with CurlOn regarding the
Men’s and Women’s Provincial Championships for 2021.

Oct 18-20

The new roof over the ice surface is in the last stages of construction
and should be completed by the time you read this. Getting this
done has been a major accomplishment as the weather this past
spring was far from favourable due to the amount of rain we received. We were first on the list of roofing projects for spring and
ended up getting fitted in as every major roofing project in this area
was delayed. A job well done by all.

Curlers Care Bonspiel

I hope you all enjoy your curling season and I look forward to seeing
you at Guest Week, October 1st 2nd and 3rd.

Lunch Oct. 8 Noon
CurlOn Club
Championship Qualifier

Nov 3 9 am—1 pm

Good curling,

Mike Langley
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OUR BOARD MEMBERS 2019-2020

Board of Directors 2019-20 L-R Kristy MacKenzie, Ron Smith, Colin Sinclair, Mike Langley, Nancy
White, Brad Kellestine, Christy Gee, Ian Gee, Shawn Buchanan
Absent— Christine Hale Sanders, Kim Quai

Board of Directors and Area of Responsibility 2019-2020
Mike Langley, President -- Bar/Rentals
Colin Sinclair, Vice President -- Ice/Membership/Special Events
Ron Smith, Treasurer
Brad Kellestine - Facilities
Nancy White - HR/Health & Safety
Christine Hale-Sanders, Secretary
Shawn Buchanan - Games/Calendar
Kim Quai - Administration/Computer
Ian Gee - Advertising
Christy Gee - Advertising
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BAR REPORT
Welcome to the 2019/2020 curling season.
Thanks to Brad and Maddie for the nice paint job and spruce up of the bar. Lights have been
changed and the bar area generally brightened up. The ice machine and glass washer have
been inspected and serviced and we should be all good to get the season started.
We unfortunately lost one of our bar staff over the summer as she took the opportunity to
move back closer to family. However, I am delighted to tell you we have filled that vacancy
with Moira Smith who many of you know from the St Thomas Golf and CC. Moira has an infectious and bubbly personality and will be a great addition to our bar staff. Be careful, she’s
a hugger.
We have also made a commitment to work closely with our local suppliers and advertisers.
You will notice that Quai du Vin, Triple Bogey Breweries and our own Railway City will be featured on the bar. We appreciate their support and hope you will responsibly support them.
See you at Guest Week October 1,2 and 3.
Mike Langley

ADVERTISING REPORT
The summer months have been productive for In Club advertising. For the upcoming season you can expect to see ads in both ends of all six sheets as well as some familiar and new
wall ads.
Keep your eyes peeled to the digital sign outside Home Hardware as we will be advertising
our Curling club and upcoming events. Along with this sign we will also be running some
advertising on the monitor at the service counter inside Home Hardware. We plan to continue reaching out to local businesses throughout the curling season.
We encourage our members to thank our advertisers by supporting their businesses
throughout the year.
Good curling everyone,
Christy Gee and Ian Gee
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HEALTH AND SAFETY
Just a reminder to everyone that while curling is not inherently a dangerous sport, playing on ice at
any time does make the incidence of falls a danger to participants. All members are reminded that
if an injury occurs, an Incident Report Form must be completed. The forms are located at the front
desk, in each first aid box, at the bar and in the office.
As it is the beginning of the season please go over your equipment to make sure it is in good condition ie: shoes and especially grippers - they do not last forever!
 Wear grippers at all times except when throwing rocks. Learning to sweep with two grippers is
safe and easy.
 When you step on the ice be sure to get on with gripper foot first and not your slider. When
you get off the ice after throwing step off with your slider foot first.
 Ensure your grippers fit snugly and are not going to fall off.
 Look out for other players when moving rocks around. Be aware if rocks are being moved near
you, be ready to get out of the way.
 Do not put yourself at risk to stop rocks from running into the hacks although it is important to
try not to hit them.
 Move on the ice at a safe pace. I know it's important to keep the game on time but more important to be safe.
 Never get rocks out for the opposition. I know it seems like a polite and helpful thing to do but
it creates a tripping hazard.
 Make sure your shoes have good grip. If not, a gripper should be used.
 If you do happen to fall make sure you get up with your gripper foot first.
 Be aware of emergency procedures at the club - they are posted and know where the telephone is located in the lounge.
 First aid kits are located at far end of ice between sheets 3 & 4, in lounge by reception desk on
the wall and the defibrillator is at top of stairs outside the bar, board room. Please take note of
their exact location.
 Do not store bags or purses where someone will trip on it.
 Stretch prior to your game to warm up those muscles
 Wear protective head gear ie: helmet or halo
 Do not curl if you are not feeling well, dizzy or lightheaded
If an alarm should sound, please evacuate the building immediately into the parking lot by main
entrance.
We all know any sport on ice or snow comes with a risk of falling. Our job as curlers is to mitigate
that risk before we fall and injure ourselves!
Safe curling everyone,
Nancy White
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News from The Leagues
Our Hard Working Convenors

L-R Marg McKay, Tuesday Morning Ladies League; David Kerr, Senior Men’s League; Sue Lyle, Wednesday Night
Mixed League; Samantha Lees, Juniors & Little Rocks, Monday Night Women’s League; Kathleen Lane, Thursday
Morning Ladies League; John Wilson, Friday Night Mixed League; Mary Lou Gordon, Wednesday Night Women’s
League; Shawn Buchanan, Tuesday Night Men’s Open League
Absent: Page Morneau, Monday Night Women’s League; Paul Hachey, Senior Men’s League; Sue Devlin, Tuesday

2019-2020 LEAGUE CONVENORS
Before the ice is even in, the convenors are already at work preparing for the season. With leagues and spiels
for everyone, that means a lot of volunteers to organize and run them.
The earlier start for curling this year meant we had a small group for a brief meeting September 4 th to catch up
before the season opens. Details of teams and schedules are always finalized after registration finishes so it will
be a busy few weeks right through the Open House into the first league games on Friday, October 5 th and then
our first spiel on Saturday, October 6th.
Please join the St Thomas Curling Club Board of Directors in thanking (in advance) your league convenors and
all the other volunteers for organizing another great season of curling and socializing.
Cheers! – Shawn Buchanan, Director – Games & Leagues
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WOMEN’S LEAGUE
Welcome back everyone!
Monday and Wednesday League Convenors are gearing up for a busy season. Page Morneau
and Samantha Lees are back as convenors for Monday night and Mary Lou Gordon is back as
convenor for Wednesday night. Please encourage your friends and co-workers to give this
great sport of curling a try.
Monday night is our competitive league with our skips making up their teams for the
year. New teams are welcome and if you don't belong to a team and are interested in Monday night we will do our best to get you on a team. Wednesday is our social league and everyone welcome regardless of skill level. Curlers play six end games and teams change throughout the season. Great for new curlers as you can try different positions.
Our schedules for both leagues will be made up at the end of Guest Week once everyone has
signed up to the league(s) of their choice.
October 7 is first game for Monday at 6:40 pm and October 9 is first game for Wednesday at 6
pm.
Our bonspiels this year will be:
Curlers Care November 2 open to all members (men & women), Convenor Gwen Gowan
One Day Women’s Bonspiel Feb 1, Convenor Darlene Vance
Breakfast Spiel March 1 - Convenor Mary Lou Gordon
Good Curling Everyone!
Nancy White
Women’s League President

Columbia Invitation
If you wish to have a new Membership card to use this year please
make a request at the registration area or contact one the followingCarol Gagen 519-631-9957 / Nancy White 519-633-9427. Our first invitation to the Columbia Employee Store will be Oct 4 to Oct 27.
Be sure to get your membership card early.
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CURLING INSTRUCTION
CURLING 101
OCT. 13, 20, 27 7:00 P.M.– 8:30 P.M
NOV. 4 7:00-8:30 P.M.

Encourage new curlers to attend!

SUNDAY NIGHT OPEN DOUBLES
The Sunday Night Open Doubles will operate as a league this year. Teams may sign
up at Open House at the Open Doubles Table. Teams may have more than two players if members wish to rotate. Spares will also be needed.
The start date will be determined after Open House. Curling 101 will be accommodated at the start of the season.
Come out and give Doubles a try!
Joan McGregor and Bonnie Arnold
Convenors
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LADIES LEAGUE
We have a COFFEE BREAK planned for Tuesday Oct. 1 from 10 AM to noon. Please join us for
coffee at the curling club. You may also register for the ladies league at that time. Bring your
Tuesday league fee of $18, and sign up for Tuesday and Thursday morning curling.
Sign up week at the curling club is Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings, October 1, 2, and
3 from 7 to 9 PM. Representatives from the ladies league will be there for sign up if you are unable to come to the coffee party.
We are trying a new format for our opening this year. Our first day of curling is Tuesday Oct. 8, a
week earlier than usual. We have planned a six end “Fun Spiel” for both Tuesday and Thursday
morning curlers, and will make up teams for the fun spiel that morning. Sign in for the spiel between 9 and 9:30, enjoy a coffee, and start curling at 10. There will be members on hand to provide instruction for new curlers at 9 AM. Thursday league play will start on Thursday Oct. 10,
2019 at 9:20 AM.
We are having an OPENING LUNCH this year, rather than an opening dinner. The catered lunch
will be NOON, TUESDAY OCTOBER 8. Corinne Toms will be selling opening lunch tickets at the
Oct. 1st coffee break, and during the sign up nights from OCT 1-3. You must pre-purchase your
lunch tickets, or commit to attend, and refunds are not possible.
Ladies Opening
Lunch tickets are $15. Those who are not curling that morning,
and retired curlers will join the curlers at 12:00 (noon) for lunch.

Luncheon

Please invite friends and neighbours who may be interested in
learning to curl. Our strongest asset is our members, and we want
you to be our boosters in the community. A strong membership
base is important to our club.

Tuesday Oct.8th

Thank you for your support of our club, and the Ladies League. I
look forward to joining you in another year of curling.

Tickets $15.00

Mary-Ellen Bolt,
President, Ladies League.

Coffee Break and
Registration

12:oo Noon

Available at
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Ladies League PreSeason Coffee Break
Tues, Oct.1st 10:00a.m.–Noon
Enjoy coffee and treats.
Catch up with the summer activities
Register and pay for leagues.
Purchase a lunch ticket.

SENIOR MEN’S LEAGUE
We are ready to go for our new season. We will have 2 members at the open house every day
and Seniors ( over 50 ) are all welcome. The league has arranged for registration on the
Thursday morning, October 3rd starting at 10:30. It will be followed by a light lunch and our
first welcoming meeting of our new and returning members.
Curling will start on Monday October 7th and skips are asked to come one hour early before
the first game to draw teams.
All members are encouraged to be at the first game at least 15 minutes early as well to be informed about the Clubs new policies and changed to ice etiquette responsibilities.
David Kerr
Convenor

Senior Men’s Registration and Lunch
Come out to register and enjoy lunch .
Bring any new curlers .
Thursday October 3
10:30 am

