St Thomas Curling Club News
December 2016

Upcoming
Events
Jan 3—Ladies Jitney
And Potluck

Jan 7 -Sugar Shack

Jan 14—Talbot
Teen Centre
Jan 15– Breakfast Spiel
Game of Stonesl

Jan 20 SML Tier-55

Jan 28—Knights of
Columbus
Feb 4 Viva
Rock Vegas

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we rush towards the end of the year and
through the first half of our curling season, it
seems just a short time since we threw our
first stone. Many of you have helped to make
these past few months possible.
You have probably noticed that new windows
were installed at the front entrance a short
time ago. The Club Board agreed that this was necessary as the
structure surrounding and supporting the windows had seen much
better days. We were also thinking of sprucing up the front entrance
area, but given the added expense of repairing the outside wall
where the windows are located, we may have to postpone this project. The Senior League covered the cost of a new counter top installed in the kitchen, which now meets Department of Health standards.
On a larger scale, the Board has applied for a Trillium Grant which, if
successful would allow us to make some major renovations to our
Club. At this point in time, we are waiting to see if our request has
been approved.
We are also looking for ideas in regards to fund raising. One idea
put forward so far, is to have a garage sale at the club this coming
spring. I'm sure there are other ideas and I hope you will let us know
what you have in mind. The Club can use the funds.
All Leagues are going strong and given the list of upcoming events
there is more fun in the offing.
To all the Convenors and the many volunteers who work countless
hours behind the scene, a sincere thank you. Because of you, all of
us do enjoy an excellent curling facility.
From the all of us to all of you, a very Merry Christmas and a safe
and Happy New Year.
Ed Rempel

Pinty’s Weekend
In spite of a busy weekend, 30 to 40 people came out
November 12th & 13th to watch the Pinty’s Champion Tour on the big screen at the Club. Those who
attended enjoyed the chance to meet with their curling friends and watch some of the best of the world’s
curlers. Many of the game outcomes were unexpected, but the curling was excellent.
In addition, we had a 50/50 Draw and a Prize Table
with a variety of items. Don Gagen was the winner of
the 50/50 draw and the prize table winners included
Pam and Ron Smith, Christine Lees, Bradley Kuni, Carol Gagen, Nancy McLeish, and Kathy Orsi. Thanks to all the people who attended and supported a different sort of Club Event, and thank you to Matt Tyson and the group at Century
Sound for providing the video equipment to the Club free of charge.
We look forward to more events and we hope you will attend. It’s a great chance to do something different, support your Club, and enjoy the fellowship of our curling family.
Hugh Oliver Board of Directors
Thank you Hugh for organizing this event.
Master Senior Competitive Teams
Some of our club members are moving into the Provincial Level of competition at the Master
Senior Level. The St. Thomas Curling Club is represented by a Men’s Team with Members
Jim Lyle, Jim Jenkins, Bruce Paterson and Peter Hayman. Dale Curtis is playing with a team
curling out of the Galt Curling Club. After qualifying on December 3rd and 4th at the
Brantford Curling Club the teams will play January 11-15 at the Glencoe Curling Club.
Good luck at the Provincials!
Draw Prize
Barry Westman was the lucky winner of the Golf round at the St Thomas
Golf and Country Club. Ed Rempel drew the winning ticket at the Senior
Men’s Christmas Dinner on Monday, December 19th. Thank you for supporting this fundraiser. We raised $910.00 for the club.

News The Leagues

Women’s League HollisWealth One Day Spiel
Feb. 4, 2017
Plans are progressing for our annual spiel. We
have 10 teams entered or committed to enter.
The deadline for entry is January 9, 2017. We are
hoping for two full draws.
The theme is Viva Rock Vegas with lots of Vegas
decorations, music and more!

Belles and Brooms Bonspiel
The 38th annual Belles and Brooms Bonspiel “ A Grinch Christmas”
was a huge success thanks to everyone at the club who gave up
their usual curling time, those who volunteered and those who
participated. Even the Grinch came to visit , much to the delight of
everyone. Congratulations to our overall winners, Ruth Alexander’s
team from Highland Curling Club. Finishing in second place was one
of our own teams skipped by Diane Marcou and her team Jeanne
Gray. Linda McCauley and Anne McLachlin. We do not have a financial report but judging by our debriefing session all went well and
we are on our way for planning for next year. Again thanks to everyone for their support , from the ice to the bar, the food and all the
behind the scenes activities. I am grateful for the support.
Ellen Luft Convenor

SENIOR MEN’S LEAGUE (SML) MEMBERSHIP
SML membership remains strong this year, although down just slightly from last year’s
numbers. We have been pleased to welcome 8 new members to the league, some having curled in the near and distant past, but others who are curling for the first time. All
have made a good adjustment to the STCC, and our firsttime curlers are making awesome progress in their curling
skills and adaptation to the game. Keep up the good work
fellas!
SML LEAGUE & PLAYOFF
PLAY
Draw #1 Winners:

Draw #1 Early/Late
Playoff:

Early Draw:

Team Lunn vs Team Langley

Late Draw:

Team Harris vs Team Luft
Team Lunn vs Team Luft

The Early/Late Playoff was well played by both teams with each team taking 3
ends each. The final score was 4 –3. Team Luft, the overall Draw #1 winners, consisted of John Luft –Skip, Mack Jackson –Vice, Dave Thomas –2nd and Jack
McNiven –Lead. Congrats to all our winners.
Draw #2 league play ends on Dec. 9th with League Playoffs on Dec. 12 & 15. Draw
#2 Early/Late Playoffs goes at 9:30a m on Friday, Dec. 16, followed by Team Luft,
Draw #1 winner taking on the Draw #2 overall winner at 1:00p m.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
STICK CURLING CLINIC
On October 21st from 9:00 –12:00, COLIN SINCLAIR, an SML Member and OCA Coach
and Learning Facilitator, amongst other related curling duties, presented a most formative and enjoyable instructional session on the mechanics of sticks curling. Those present were informed of the various types of sticks available, the preferred way to curl with
a stick, the importance of both pre warm up and post cool down procedures and many
‘tidbits’ of Colin’s knowledge of curling especially with regard to curling with a stick. On
ice instruction and practice time was also part of the program and extra practice time
made available for those who wished to continue after the formal program. Many thanks
to the ice staff for prepping all the sheets for us! Overall, it was a most inspiring way to
spend a morning…stick curler or not!
In the early months of 2017, Colin has offered to do a Strategy Session with the
focus on curling strategies that should be of interest to many of our members.
Check the Bulletin Boards for a date and program for the session.
SML TIER 55_A
SML hosted a full 2 Draw Spiel on Friday, November 11, thanks to the diligent efforts of
our Bonspiel Committee Coordinator, Lloyd Harris and assistants Bob Moore and Bryan
O,Neill. Thanks also to our ever present Kitchen Krew who, through their culinary skills,
attract a large audience to partake of their wares! It was a full day with excellent curling,
by some (!) and excellent prizes for all participants. Early Draw: Doug Nixon –1st Highland CC: 2nd Stu MacLean-STCC: 3rd Chuck Holstein, Simcoe CC Late Draw: 1st Dave
Walsh-STCC: 2nd Rob McKay-Chatham Granite CC:pdf 3rd Bob Freel-London CC

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
SML CHRISTMAS DINNER - MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 - 12:00 NOON - ARRIVE
EARLY!
SML Tier 55 January 20. 2017 2 draws available Register Early
Seasons Greetings, Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to our members and fellow curlers.
Kingsley Irvine

LADIES’ LEAGUE
We celebrated our return to curling with the Opening Dinner on Tuesday, November 1. Over
60 curlers from Tuesday and/or Thursday leagues came together for a wonderful social, the occasional libation, and a delicious dinner catered by the Wayside Inn. Many thanks to Pat Monteith for organizing this event and congratulations to Marg Kitchenham , the winner of the
draw basket.
We have joined up with the Women’s League to participate in the Hogline Challenge. All the
money raised goes directly to the Curling Club to meet the many needs that are facing us with
building renovations and upgrades.
Both the Tuesday and Thursday leagues have completed their first draws and the second draw
is underway. Congratulations go out to Jean Mathews, Marg Smith, Jean Gray and Anne
McLachlin, winners of the Mary Beattie Division. The Dianne Bocking division was won by
Sandy Ferguson, Linda McCauley, Eleanor Marks, and Linda Maskell-Pereira. Way to go ladies!
Judy Upsdell
Tuesday Night League
The Tuesday Night Men’s League saw a lot of movement after the first round and more to
come!
Round one leaders include Morin in A-division, Westman in B-Division and Team Riggs in
C–division. Congratulations to the division leaders and the other top three teams in each
division! Top three teams each from B and C moved up with the top three in A remaining
up, while three each moved down from A and B and four remained in C.
To share the Bye more evenly, we will move it out of C-division for the third round. This
will mean more movement UP (four teams) while only three teams will move down.
Third round will start January 3rd ! Good Curling!
Shawn Buchanan

Friday Night Mixed League
The Friday night mixed league is having a great season. With Christmas approaching, a huge
thank you goes out to Angela Kelly for leading our annual gift sponsorship on behalf of Family
and children's services. The response and participation of our members has been outstanding.
Well done Angela.
We are starting to look ahead to our annual Keg Fest bonspiel. The date will be Saturday February 25th. Look for more details and a sign up sheet early in the new year.
I would like to thank the entire Friday night gang for their enthusiasm, caring and support of all
our events and programs..
John Wilson
Wednesday Night Women’s League
The Wednesday Night Women's League is up and running - or sliding and sweeping - with six
teams, which is up from four teams last year. The focus remains on fun and skills improvement
for beginners and experienced curlers alike. Many, many thanks to Jaclyn Mason who is running our "Chase the Ace" game on Wednesday evenings.

The Women's League Breakfast Spiel - Game of Stones - is on Sunday January 15,
2017. Join us for some medieval fun, curling and good eats. Sign up sheets at
the club.
Beth Strong

Many thanks to those who have helped out this season.
To Dawn Clinton who has lead the decorating committee for the
Belles and Brooms Bonspiel for many years. The Christmas decorations create a festive atmosphere for our club.
To Marilyn Graham and Ed Rempel who take the many photographs for the Hogline and
local newspapers.
To Hugh Oliver for organizing the Pinty weekend
To the volunteers who assist with school groups, to our hard
working convenors, and Board Members.
A Big THANK YOU!!

